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Statement on the Situation in Burma 
May 27, 2008 

I am deeply troubled by the Burmese re-
gime’s extension of National League for De-
mocracy general secretary and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi’s house ar-
rest on May 27. Aung San Suu Kyi’s current 
house arrest dates back to May 2003, when 
she was detained following the murderous as-
sault by regime-sponsored thugs on her mo-
torcade in Depayin. The United States calls 
upon the regime to release all political pris-
oners in Burma and begin a genuine dialog 
with Aung San Suu Kyi, the National League 
for Democracy, and other democratic and 
ethnic minority groups on a transition to de-
mocracy. 

The United States will continue to help 
the people of Burma recover from the devas-
tation of Cyclone Nargis and will continue 
to support the Burmese people’s long-term 
struggle for freedom. Laura and I look for-
ward to the day when the people of Burma 
know true liberty and democracy. 

Commencement Address at the 
United States Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
May 28, 2008 

Thank you. Mr. Secretary, thank you for 
the kind introduction. General Moseley, 
General Regni, Mr. Congressman, thank you. 
Academy staff and faculty, distinguished 
guests, and proud family members: I am so 
pleased to stand before the future leaders 
of the United States Air Force. 

I have something I’d like to say to the 
Cadet Wing: class of 2008! [Applause] Yes, 
that’s good. I was a little worried you we’re 
going to yell, ‘‘Give him the Bird!’’ [Laugh-
ter] 

You’re the 50th graduating class in the his-
tory of the Air Force Academy. Each of you 
has worked hard to reach this moment. You 
survived ‘‘Beast,’’ ‘‘Terrazzo sailing,’’ ‘‘fatty 
bags’’ at Mitch’s. [Laughter] You earned your 
‘‘prop and wings’’ at Pinnacle. And today you 
will receive your degree and commission as 
Air Force officers. Your teachers are proud 
of you; your parents are proud of you; and 

so is your Commander in Chief. Job well 
done. 

The superintendent informs me that some 
of you are still on restriction. [Laughter] It 
might be because you were caught running 
from the ‘‘lightning van.’’ [Laughter] Or it 
might be because of ‘‘Jimmy Chad’s apple.’’ 
[Laughter] Whatever the reason you got your 
form 10, help has arrived. [Laughter] In 
keeping with a longstanding tradition, I here-
by absolve all cadets who are on restriction 
for minor conduct offenses. As for your 
grades, well, some things are even beyond 
the powers of the President. [Laughter] 

In becoming officers of the United States 
Air Force, you have chosen a vocation that 
is both hazardous and rewarding. As a former 
F–102 pilot, I know the exhilaration of flight. 
As the son of an aviator who was shot down 
in combat, I know its perils. Whether you 
serve in the skies above or on the ground 
below, each of you has stepped forward to 
defend your country. You’ve chosen to face 
danger in foreign lands so your fellow citizens 
do not have to face danger in our own land. 
And I want to thank you for making this cou-
rageous choice. And all of America is grateful 
to the class of 2008. 

When you put on your second lieutenant 
bars in a few moments, you will become part 
of a great history, a history that is still only 
beginning to unfold. By any standard, air 
power is still a relatively new phenomena. 
Men have been fighting on land and at sea 
for thousands of years, yet there are still 
Americans among us who were born before 
man ever flew. In the lifetime of one genera-
tion, our Nation has seen aviation progress 
from that first tentative lift-off at Kitty Hawk 
to an age of supersonic flight and space ex-
ploration. 

And as flight has progressed, it changed 
the face of war. In the 20th century, air 
power helped make possible freedom’s vic-
tory in great ideological struggles with fas-
cism and communism. In those struggles, our 
Nation faced evil men with territorial ambi-
tions and totalitarian aims who murdered the 
innocent to achieve their political objectives. 
Through a combination of military strength 
and national resolve and faith in the power 
of freedom, we defeated these adversaries 
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